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Christmas

A YOUNG FAMILY OF FOUR SAVORS THE SEASON  
IN THEIR RENOVATED HOME WHERE QUIET  
BACKDROPS WELCOME HOLIDAY SPARKLE 
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he home of James and Carrie Jerabek just 
happens to look like a postcard when  
snow falls on its roof and a wreath stamps  

the holiday season on its front door. At Christmastime, its  
Georgian-style architecture teases with a familiar resem-
blance to the  residence in the cinematic holiday classic Home 
Alone. That’s fitting since the house used for the real movie set 
is just a short drive away in another Chicago suburb. 

But unlike the famed movie’s ornery Kevin who trans-
formed the jewel-tone interiors into an obstacle course of 
clever traps, James and Carrie’s wish was to elevate the home 
with the addition of architectural details and a clean, neutral 
scheme that would provide a quiet backdrop for the exuber-
ance of family time with their 3-year-old twins. 

“They brought a unique combination of vision and organi-
zation to the project from the start,” says Brynn Olson, the 
Chicago-based interior designer who made the Jerabeks’ de-
sign wishes happen. “It’s always so enjoyable when the clients 
have passion about the environment where they want to live, 
and in this house, they wanted classic interior architecture.” 

Because the 1995 house didn’t require a major structural 
renovation, Olson concentrated on the decoration to make the 

T

Foyer A faux cowhide rug and custom table 
made from Marquina quartzite add layers to 
the foyer. Living room Matching co!ee 
tables emphasize the elongated shape and 
symmetry of the room. A brass bar cart is at 
the ready to entertain guests. Previous 
pages Freshly fallen snow sprinkles festivity 
on the Chicago-area home’s classic stone 
facade, marked by traditional features such 
as painted black shutters, dormer windows, 
and a pair of stately chimneys. 
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interior aesthetically inspiring. Her edited palette bathes the 
traditional layout in refinement, dappling occasional navy 
blue and pale pink accents among elegant  barely-there gray. 
The gray emphasizes the texture and depth that moldings and 
millwork deliver when the architectural frills are painted the 
same color as the walls instead of contrasting them. 

The storybook charm that welcomes guests on the ap-
proach to the stone house continues after the front door 
opens, especially during the holidays when the foyer delights 
with a soaring Christmas tree. A view into the family room 
magnifies the holiday sparkle, thanks to an arched mirror 
above the new fluted-marble fireplace surround. 

“Finding that fireplace surround was a true labor of love 
because we knew how important it was for them to have a state-
ment piece,” Olson says. “We wanted to give it prominence.” 

Oversize furniture, including a chic daybed outlined in 
navy piping and a sectional with a chaise configuration on one 
side, gives the family comfortable spots to warm up by a crack-
ling fire and imagine the gifts that might appear under the tree. 
“We’re at that stage where the children really understand 
what’s going on during the holidays,” Carrie says. “We love to 
see their excitement as all the activities unfold.” The orna-
ments on the family room tree feature a collection of those 
found by the couple and made by their children. 

Sunroom A rug with a Greek key design softens the floor of the 
light-flooded sunroom. Dining room Designer Brynn Olson 
created symmetry by carving built-in shelving units with brass 
door insets out of the walls. A modern crystal chandelier dazzles 
above furniture with streamlined silhouettes. 
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Homeowners James and Carrie Jerabek’s love for ease and 
elegance translates into a light, bright, and airy hub of the home 
that’s topped o! with a zinc range hood. A wall that originally 
separated the family room from the kitchen area was removed to 
form an open layout. Barstools boast woven ra"a backs and brass 
stretchers. Carrie enjoys baking festive sweets with the kids on  
the island covered in a slab of Calacatta quartzite.

WE LOVE TO S! 
THE EXCITEMENT 
AS THE ACTIVITY 
UNFOLDS.” 
—homeowner Carrie Jerabek
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Maximizing comfort without sacrificing luxury was a top 
priority throughout the house, not solely in the family room. 
For instance, performance fabrics chosen to cover the kitchen 
barstools make cleaning up after decorating cookies a breeze. 
To emphasize functional living with an added flair, a pair of 
tailored benches contrast slipcovered chairs in the nearby 
breakfast area.

When the Midwest winter skies unleash a snowfall, the 
young family can be found basking in the soothing light of the 
sunroom’s expansive windows and taking in the magic of the 
outdoor spectacle. Toss pillows in blue and camel add interest 
to the crisp white sofa and are balanced by the honey tones of 
the natural woven banana plant cocktail table. 

If a transition to a more formal ambience is desired, the 
dining room’s soft and ethereal balance of accents, both  
feminine and masculine, provides a serene atmosphere for 
Christmas dinners. “It’s always nice to host both our families 
here and celebrate Christmas with them and the kids,” James 
says. Commissioned artwork by Linc Thelen brings a one-of-
a-kind addition to the family-oriented space.

Breakfast room An octagonal table surprises Santa and his helpers with an 
unexpected shape. Around it, seating features tight upholstery on benches 
and flirty slipcovers on host chairs. The brass finish of the chandelier adds 
warmth to the space. An assortment of fluted porcelain trees references the 
modernity of the appointments throughout the house. Family room In the 
adjoining family room, a smoky-glass mirror plays o! the gray tones of the 
marble fireplace surround and brings shapely contrast to the fluted detailing.

THEY BROUGHT A UNIQUE 
COMBINATION OF VISION 
AND OR"NIZATION TO THE 
PROJECT FROM THE START.”  
—designer Brynn Olson

56  TH Winter 2024



A second Christmas tree claims its territory in 
the corner of the family room. A daybed with 
contrasting piping highlights the curved form 
to o!er a fashionable place to sit. “When we 
say we use all spaces of our house, we really 
do mean it,” Carrie says. “We wanted furniture 
that was both comfortable and  beautiful.”
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The living room, much like the home’s other gathering 
spaces, emphasizes the importance of physical and visual 
 harmony. The symmetrical arrangement of a pair of matching 
sofas is beautifully interrupted by a writing desk for address-
ing Christmas cards next to one sofa and a brass bar cart useful 
when entertaining guests next to the other.

James and Carrie happily retreat to their serene and mono-
tone primary suite at the end of each day. “Brynn did such a 
great job in creating a cozy place for us,” Carrie says. Whether 
reading, enjoying a fire, or watching a Christmas movie, com-
plete tranquility exudes from walls swathed in linen.

While the new but classic interiors of the home don’t favor 
one time of the year over another, they do embrace the Christ-
mas spirit with tradition—both in the architecture and the 
memories made for the family during the special time of year. 
“This is the first home that their kids will remember,”  Olson 
says. “We created a warm and welcoming place for them that 
will make Christmas magical for years.” +
Interior design: Brynn Olson

Primary suite Shades of gray make a soothing foundation for slumber. 
The fireplace surround flaunts a contemporary spin on the use of 
marble. A dressing table makes completing holiday tasks, like getting 
ready for a party or writing gift lists, glamorous. In the bathroom, 
porcelain countertops and flooring envelop the space in airy elegance. A 
wreath hung between vanities reminds of the season without interfering 
with the room’s function. Portrait James and Carrie with their children. 
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